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Dear Brothers and Sisters  
I write this letter just over a month since the IPTOC in New York and just a week 
after our Southern Regional Chapter in Port Elizabeth. Both these chapters went 
extremely well where we deliberated the three Pôs ï our key focus as Franciscans ï 
Poverty (the concern for those who are poor and marginalised), Peace (in our hearts 
and in the world) and Planet (the care of). It made me so aware that we are an 
Incarnational People , a people who are living out our vocation and striving to 
enflesh the Christ-child in our lives, in our churches and in our communities. 

 
Yes, the feast of the Incarnation of Christ our Lord is upon us, that great feast that 

brings an unspeakable sense of exhilaration and happiness at this time of the year. 
It is that exciting time when the bright Star of Bethlehem sets our world alight 
with it message of Good News. It is a wonderful time when friends and family 

come together, draw closer to each other and gather not only to celebrate Christmas 
but also to celebrate the ties that bind them together. Ą 

     Amidst the hype of Christmas we must not lose sight of that first Christmas day and the birth of Christ 

as a vulnerable baby in the simple surroundings of a stable in Bethlehem. Otherwise we are emptying the 
Feast of its original meaning and closing our eyes and ears to the message of the Good News. The gospels 
describes how as a helpless baby, Jesus, was born outside the city gates, in a stable, a feeding trough for 
animals, the child of poor parents into a harsh world. In this way he accepted us as we are, and identified 

with the outcast, the marginalised and the poor and lowly. So like the shepherds we ponder again the 
mystery of the Christ Child, the Son of God entering our world as one of us, clothed in our human flesh with 
all its limitations and weaknesses.  
     Just as the Angels praised the glory of God made visible in the child Jesus with songs of joy, so we are 

called to do the very same (One of the notes of our Order). 
In the mystery of the baby breathing in the manger we are reminded that God breathes his spirit into 

the darkness of our lives and opens up a marvellous future for us. 

The coming of Jesus among us can change our view on life, it can restore our sense of self-
esteem and enable us to be channels of his peace and love in our lives and the lives of others. 
Yet, in this joyful season, suffering and sadness do not go away.  
Christmas is an incredibly emotive time especially for those who have lost a family member or a 
close friend quite recently.                                                                                                             
There is the reality of the pain of absence in memories of times past and a life shared with a 
beloved.  
We are also reminded again that there are those who are poor or alone and those who are under pressure 
because of some misfortune or personal tragedy. We are to hold them in our prayers. 
                                                                                                                                                                            
Christmas brings us the assurance that no matter what happens to us, no matter how dark the days, God 
wants us to be free from anxiety and to grant us a peace that the world cannot give. 
 
May you and your family, no matter what the circumstances or where you are, find happiness and 
peace and joy during this Christmas season!          

NOLAN tssf  :  Minister Provincial. 

 
 

Pace e Bene                               Vrede en Welwillendheid                        Ukuthula Nxolo  
 



CELEBRATING CHRISTMASS 2011 AD 

 

 

This 2010 Franciscan Nativity Painting by Mark Satchwill was 
  Painted for the Franciscan Friars of Malta_ 

 
In this imaginative work the Holy Mother and St Joseph allow  

St Francis to present the Christ Child to the World, and we 
remember that Our Patron was the first to build a Crib (life-size) 

in a church, so that The Mystery of Incarnation might have a 
deep and profound impact on the worshippers. 

MAY 
The HOLY FAMILY bring You All to the 

SPECIAL BLESSINGS OF CHRISTMASS : 
Joy, Love, Peace and Courage   
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The Advent Anthems                                                                            
[ You'll find them on page 68 in the Angl. Prayer Book, to which please now turn (*page 20 in the S.A.P.B).] 

The Advent Anthems are also known as The Greater Antiphons or as the ñOò- Antiphons.                       

Not many know about these sentences. I recently encountered a Clergy-person who did not even know that 
they were to be found in the Prayer Book. There are Seven Anthems in all, one for each of the seven days 
preceding Christmas Eve (i.e. 17

th
 ï 23

rd
 December), and they are to be said or sung before and after the 

Magnificat (The Song of Mary) at Evening Prayer.  

The name is derived from the initial óOô: namely, O Sapientia  (O Wisdom), O Adonai  (O Lord of Lords), O 
Radix Jesse  (O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David  (O Key of David), O Oriens  (O Morning Star), O Rex 
Gentium  (O King of the nations), and O Emmanuel . The Advent hymn, O come, O come Emmanuel, is in 
fact a metrical version of some of the Anthems ï there are only five verses (English Hymnal eight). These 
Anthems were originally sung antiphonally, alternately by one side of the choir and then the other. The 
authorship and date of composition of the Anthems/Antiphons is unknown, but they were already in use by 
the 8

th
 century.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                            THE ADVENT SEASON                                                                 
Sometimes Advent is relegated to a kind of ógetting ready for Christmasô time, but it is really intended to be 
a time of preparation of our hearts for the Second Coming of Jesus the Christ. The great Themes of 

Advent are the ólast thingsô (heaven, hell, death and judgement) and the Fulfillment of Godôs purpose. It is in 
part a somber season, but it is also a time full of joyful hope, as conveyed by the words of the refrain of the 
Advent hymn: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

It is on HOPE that we should dwell. However bleak the world around or the daily circumstances of our 

lives, however frail our own faith or weak our understanding of Godôs ways, the promise of God still holds. 
God has not abandoned his creation, nor has he turned his back on his people. Just as, long ago, he sent 
his son ï who spoke of the love and patience of God; so one day he will send him again ï this time as the 
eternal Son of God, majestic in power, to usher in the Kingdom of God in its fullness.                                
God is indeed working his purpose out as year succeeds to year. He is not helpless or insensitive to 
our needs. He is planning for us in love. With God, nothing is ever hopeless. 

This is a great Advent truth brought home to us by the Anthems. Most of us have moments of insecurity and 
fear, when we feel the need of some source of comfort and reassurance beyond ourselves. In Jesus we 
find a true security, a safe ópegô if you like, on which to hang our anxieties. So it is incumbent upon us that 

we do what is good (what God requires) and oppose what is evil, having before us always the standards laid 
down for us by God. We see Godôs model displayed for us best in Jesus, in the words and teaching of the 
Gospels, and we shall see it again when he comes as judge, for he will come with great authority. It is 
Jesus who unlocks the very gates of heaven that you and I may be guided to enter in.  

During the days of Advent take some time to read and then to think about the message of The Advent 
Anthems. And have your hymn book to hand so that you can refer to the hymn mentioned above.     E.K.  
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T A Digest                            OLD YEAR  -  NEW YEAR          Thoughts on Planning for 2012 AD 
Thoughts from The Anglican Digest written by (Archbishop) Bishop Mouneer H. Anis of Egypt & North Africa.                             

A COMMON VISION OF THE CHURCH                                                                                                                      

We need to seek the Holy Spiritôs Guidance as we define the Churchôs Vision for today.                                  
ñWhere there is no Vision, the People perishò. (Proverbs 29 : 18a) 

Indeed, without a common vision we move in too many directions and in individualistic ways. This is very 
difference from the Anglican Way, as it will not allow us to reach the Vision God has set before us as one 
body.  Our unity is the secret of the strength of our Church, That is why Jesus prayed, that we should be 
One. (S.John 17 : 11).                                                                                                                                                                                    
CLARITY  OF  VISION AND  MISSION.                                                                                                                     

The clarity of vision and mission is one of the motivating factors in our Ministries.  Without such clarity, we 
will be lukewarm (a danger experienced by the Laodician Church in Rev 3:14), unmotivated, and will suffer 
from spiritual early senility.   Without a clear vision and mission we cannot have a strategic plan that involves 
long-term and short-term goals.   Without a vision, we also would not have an action plan that helps us to 
achieve these goals.                                                                                                                                                       
When we have a clear vision, mission, and goals, we will be able to assess our progress towards the End of 
the journey.  Once again, I want to stress the importance of Prayer and Discerning the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in order to be able to reach the vision, mission and goals, by which we can achieve the Plan of God in 
our lives, as His people.                                                                                                                      
LEADERSHIP CRISIS.         I know that The Church needs many things, but I will focus on only a few. The 

Church, today, suffers from a Leadership crisis !                                                                                                    
Visionary Leaders who lead by example (I include St Francis. Ed.) and who are influential are rare in the 
local and universal Church.  (Such) Leadership is a Gift from God.     Many have this gift but donôt develop it. 
In order to develop our gifts, we need to be rooted in Scripture, be men and women of prayer,  know and 
use the Sacraments, and be faithful stewards in regard to whatever talents God has given us, including time 
and money. [That is why óbeing lateô for everything is a waste of GODôs good time !.].   Moreover, we need to 
remind ourselves that the óflocksô that have been entrusted to us were purchased by the precious Blood of 
Jesus, the Christ.                                                                                                                                                                               
RECOVERING THE RIGHT UNDERSTANDING OF APOSTOLICITY                                                                             
AND THE CATHOLICITY OF THE CHURCH.           Many of the problems of the Church today are due to 

the lack of understanding of these two important characteristics of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.                                                                                                                                                                            
Many Protestant churches focus on the apostolic teaching but are disassociated from the Apostolic 
Traditions, which formed the context in which the Scriptures were written and lived out.  This creates a gap 
between these Protestant churches and the traditional churches.  In the same way, many churches have this 
very narrow and individualistic vision that detaches them from the Universal Church, and furthermore, 
weakens the influence and mission of The Church.                                                                                                                            
THE SPIRIT OF GIVING.     [ This of course arises out of a profound understanding of The Cross. ].                   

I thank our Lord that ñThe Spirit of Givingò [Sacrificial Giving]  has started to grow in our diocese.  I want to 
see the churches growing ï  to be self-supporting. I strongly believe that  GIVING helps the congregations to 
mature spiritually. I also see it as part of our Worship  (- giving to God what He is worth).  The more the 
congregation gives, the more they will develop a sense of belonging to the Church of Christ.                                                     
I am not saying this because of the financial crisis within our diocese as I write. I would say the same if we 
were well-off !                                                                                                                                                                  
May the Lord bless us all.       + Mouneer. 

Compare our Mission and Generosity with that of God ! 

 
 

 

A Personal Confirmation Hymn  

1. Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
    Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
3. Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; 
    Take my lips and let them be filled with Messages from thee. 
 
4. Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold; 
    Take my intellect, and use every power as thou wilt choose. 
 
6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet my treasure-store; 
    Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.     
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A Quote sent by Fr Stewart Lane tssf (Provincial Formation Guardian)   Christmass Extended!                          
A CONSISTANT ETHIC OF LIFE                                                                                                                                    

-  Fr Richard Rohr : a Roman Catholic Franciscan in the USA   -                                                                           

We are all * complicit in, and benefit from, what Dorothy Day called ñthe dirty rotten systemò.                                

Thatôs not condemning anybody; itôs condemning everybody, because we are all complicit and enjoying the 

fruits of domination and injustice.  ( Where are your shirts and underwear made ? ) Usually the only way to 
be non complicit in the ósystemô is to choose to live a very simple life.  Thatôs the way out ! 

Thus most of the great Wisdom Teachers like Gandhi, St Francis and St Clare, Simone Weil, Dorothy Day, 
Jesus, and Buddha  -  lived voluntarily simple lives.  Thatôs the only way to stop bending the knee before the 
ósystemô. This is a truly transfigured life in cultures which are based on climbing, consumption and 
competition. ( 1 John 2 : 15 ï 17 ). 

Once we idealize social climbing, domination of others, status symbols, power, prestige, and possessions, 
we are part of a never-ending game that is never possible to escape. It has its own inner logic that is self-
maintaining, self-perpetuating, and self-congratulating, as well as elitist and exclusionary.                              
It will never create a happy or just world, yet most Christians never call it into question.  Jesus came to free 
us from this lie, which will never make us happy anyway, because itôs never enough, and we never 
completely win.   Transfiguration is just another word for utter transformation.                                                      

*   Fr Rohrôs audience is primarily Western and the Westernized. What he says is 

less applicable to people living an African village life. But even in African village 
markets the clothes are mostly made by slave or nearly slave labour.   Fr Stewart. 

 

The Lessons from PAMPLONA ALTA, near LIMA, PERU  -   Fr Henri NOUWEN  - ñLiving in The Spiritò 

GIVING and RECEIVING 

One of the most beautiful characteristics of the compassionate life  is that there is always a mutuality of 
giving and receiving.                                                                                                                                      
Everyone who has truly entered into the compassionate life will say : ñI have received as much as I have 
givenò.  Those who have worked with the dying in Calcutta, those who have lived among the poor in the 

óYoung Townsô of Lima or the óFavellasô of Sao Paulo, those who have dedicated themselves to AIDS 
patients or mentally handicapped people  -  they all will express deep gratitude for the gifts received from 
those they came to help.  There is probably no clearer sign of true compassion than this mutuality of giving-

and-receiving.                                                                                                                                                       
One of the most memorable times of my life was the time I spent living with the Osco Moreno family in 
Pamlona Alta near Lima, Peru. PABLO and his wife SOPHIA, with their three children, JOHNNY, MARIA, 

and PABLITO offered me their generous hospitality, even though they were very poor. I will never forget 
their smiles, their affection, their playfulness  - all of that in the midst of a life full of worries about how to 
make it for another day.                                                                                                                                                     
I went to Peru with a deep desire to help the poor. I returned home with a deep gratitude for what I had 
received.  Later, while teaching at Harvard Divinity School, I often felt a real homesickness for ómy familyô. I 
missed the children hanging onto my arms and legs, laughing loudly and sharing their cookies and drinks 
with me.  I missed the spontaneity, the intimacy, and the generosity with which the poor of Pamplona Alta 
surrounded me.                                                                                                                                                            
They literally showered me with gifts of love.  No doubt they were happy and even proud to have this tall 

óGringo Padreô with them, but whatever I gave them, it was nothing compared to what I received.               
The rewards of Compassion are not things to wait for. They are hidden in Compassion itself. I know this for 
sure.  (P. 93). 
                                         ( Later Admonition and Exhortation by Saint Francis :  I,48f )                                                                                             
ñWe must never desire to be above others  but, instead, we must be servants and subject to every human 
creature for Godôs sake.        And the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon all those men and women who have 
done and persevered in these things and the Spirit will make a home and dwelling place in them. And they 
will be the children of the Heavenly Father, whose work they do.       And they are spouses, brothers and 
mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ.       O how glorious and holy and great to have a Father in heaven!  O how 
holy, consoling, gratifying, humbling, peace-giving, worthy of love,é to have such a Spouse é Brother ! ò 
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The Apse in the 

Teachersô College 
Chapel in 

Grahamstown RSA 
Now Rhodes 

University Chapel. 

\ 

This Epiphany 
Painting in a 

óhaven of prayerô 
dedicated to Our 

Lady and The Holy 
Angels 

Is the work of Sister  
Margaret CR 

 

 
May your lives, as Franciscans, óshow forthô 

JESUS to all the world, like the BV Mary 

 
This Teachersô Training 

College founded by 
Mother Cecile CR and 
run by the CR Sisters 
produced some of the 

finest Teachers in 
Africa. Due to 

government action GTC 
(like others) was 
incorporated into 

Rhodes University, 
which now cares for all 

the buildings.  

THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

What is the Epiphany of our Lord?    Dr. Richard P. Bucher ( A Lutheran Scholar ). 

          The day of the Epiphany of our Lord is an important and ancient Christian holy day. Unfortunately, it is 
little understood and seldom celebrated by many Christians and pales in comparison to the popularity of 
Christmas and Easter, for example. This is regrettable, for it is a rich and joyous day, which, along with the 
corresponding Epiphany season, commemorates important events from the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Since ancient times, the day of the Epiphany has been celebrated on January 6. The season of Epiphany is 
from January 6 until the day before Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent). 

What does the word "Epiphany" mean?            The word "epiphany" comes from two 

Greek words, the preposition epi and the verb phainen, and can variously mean, "to shine upon," "to reveal," 
or "to appear; manifest." The verb epiphainen as well as the noun epiphaneia both occur in the Greek New 
Testament.    For example, 2 Timothy 1:8-10 joyously declares, 

God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but 
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing [epiphaneia] of our Saviour, 
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. 

At times the word is used to refer to the first appearing or revealing of Jesus (either His birth or the beginning 
of His Messianic ministry) as in the verse above, Titus 2:11, 3:4, and S.Luke 1:79. At other times it is the 
revealing and appearing of Jesus at the end of time which is in view as in 1 Timothy 6:14, 2 Timothy 4:1,8, 
and Titus 2:13.  

Whereas most of the occurrences of epiphaneia or epiphaino carry the meaning "to reveal" or "to appear," in 
S.Luke 1:79 it means "to shine upon." In Luke 1, Zechariah prophesies that his newborn son John the Baptist 
will                                                                                                                                                                                                     
ógive his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy 
of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on [epiphaino] those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.ô    (S. Luke 1:77-79).            
This passage is one of the reasons that light is so emphasized at Epiphany time, as is the case, for example, 
in the Orthodox Church's "Festival of Lights." It also partly explains why candles are so often used.       

Gift of Gold for Royalty    Gift of Incense for Divinity    Gift of Myrrh for Salvation Work 
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ñWhy do we celebrate this Feast ï Epiphany ?ò 

The short answer is this: the Epiphany celebrates God's revealing or manifesting of Jesus' identity 
as true God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. It not only commemorates the fact that Jesus 
appeared to save us, but that God revealed the identity of Jesus to the world.          So what 
particular "epiphany" does the day of the Epiphany remember? The answer to this is not so 
simple, since throughout history, Christians have celebrated several different epiphanies of Jesus. 
To learn more about this, turn to the next question. 

Why Does The Church Emphasize the Visit of the Magi on the Day of the Epiphany? 

Because it is a clear example of God revealing the true identity of Jesus as God and Messiah. 
Through the Star and the Scriptures (while in Jerusalem, the Magi were directed to Bethlehem on 
the basis of  Micah 5 ) God revealed Jesus to the Gentile Magi. They received Him and responded 
by worshiping Him and bestowing gifts.     Gold recognizes His Royal birth as the Son of the 
King of Kings;  Incense acknowledges His divine nature (to be worshipped); and Myrrh is the 
anointing Oil of Him who dies as the Saviour of fallen Humanity.       Though the Epiphany to the 
Magi is our main focus on the day of the Epiphany, we do emphasize Christ's Baptism in the 
Epiphany season that follows, specifically, on the first Sunday after the Epiphany.          The 
Eastern Orthodox celebrate both Christ's birth and His Epiphany on January 6. The epiphany (or 
"theophany" as they choose to call it) they emphasize, however, is Christ's Baptism.  Here it was 
revealed by the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the Beloved Son of God.  The Western Church likes to 
emphasise this Feast as the first órevelationô of the God-Head in Jesus to the Gentile world.               
Indeed, it is a ñTheo-phanyò  or óthe showing forth of the divinityô of The Christ now resident in the 
Human Child.  He  is both óSon of Godô and óSon of Manô. That is why, at the Arian controversy 
denying His divinity, Maryôs Title ñTheotikosò is stressed. She IS the Christ-/-God-/-Bearer because 
HE is God, Incarnate  -  Immanuel  !  She is indeed ñMother of Godò, in His incarnate Form. 

WHY Celebrate this Feast, which is almost overshadowed by Christmass ? 

          It is worth celebrating because, regardless of which epiphany is commemorated (the event 
of the Magi or Christ's Baptism), all are permeated with Grace and Gospel.                                                                                                 
In what sense? In the sense that in every epiphany, God took the initiative. In other words, God 
did not demand that we discover on our own who Jesus of Nazareth is. He condescended to us 
and revealed Jesus to us in ways that we could understand. He sought out the Magi and revealed 
Jesus' Person and Mission to them through the Star and Scripture. They never could have 
discovered this on their own if He hadn't revealed it by grace.                                                                                                                                                           
He had mercy on John the Baptizer and others at the Jordan on the day of Jesus' baptism. No 
one there on that day could have possibly perceived the true identity of Jesus as John baptized 
Him. But God condescended to them and allowed them to hear and see the testimony of the 
Father and the Spirit. Once again, God took the initiative by His grace and revealed Jesus as 
eternal God as well as man. 

Celtic Type Prayers:   ñPower Linesò  :  By Fr David Adam.   ñSHINE ON MEò  -  óMy Epiphanyô 

1                                                                                          2 

As the sun rises, Lord                                               As the sun rises, Lord, 
  Let Your light shine on me.                                       Let Your light shine on me. 
    Destroy the darkness about me,                              The warmth of Your Presence, 
      Scatter the darkness before me,                              The brightness of Your love, 
        Disperse the darkness behind me                            The radiance of Your joy, 
          Dispel the darkness within me.                                 The shining of Your hope. 
            Let Your light shine on me.                                       Let Your light shine on me. 
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                                                      óREPORTô ON CHAPTER(s) 

Cynthia OôEhley (Treasurer) on FINANCES  (Simplified & Summarised by Editor, E&OE).                              
 
RECEIPTS:    Provincial Fund                   R  41 441 . 40 
                       Regional Fund                     R  45 471 . 66 * 
                       IPTOC                                   R  40 800 . 00 
                       Lesser Incomes                   R      970 .  14                   TOTAL:   R 128 683 . 20 
 
PAYMENTS: Provincial Fund                    R  43 230 . 93                                   R    43 230 . 93 
                      Regional Fund 
                      Travel & Admin                     R  38 817 . 27                                   R    38 817 . 27 
                      IPTOC                                    R  40 800 . 00                                   R    40 800 . 00   
                   From Funds (Various)           R      720 . 00                                    R         720 . 00    
                                                                                                               TOTAL    R  123 568 . 20         

¶ IF  it were not for the Franciscan Generosity  of the Other Provinces of TSSF, who are equally 
cash strapped,  the Province of Africa would fail.  We do not survive on our own contributions & 
Subscriptions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Southern Region Chapter :       Dr Carol Martin : New Novice tssf                                            
    Recently Noviced Carol is a seasoned educationist, project developer and planner, with some 40+ years 
residential work experience in international institutional and human resources development.  An American 
by birth, she has lived and worked extensively in tropical Africa, and parts of Asia and the Middle East, and 
has detailed socio-political knowledge of the African sub-region, having worked long term in Botswana, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Zaire/Congo, and South Africa, plus short term in over 16 other countries of the 
continent.  Carol holds a Doctor of Education degree. She lives and operated from Cape Town. 
     At Chapter, Carol presented an interesting talk on her recent work among Palestinians on the West Bank. 
It would take a whole page to record the personality and work of this new and interesting tssf 
Confrere____________________________________________________________________________      
Southern Region Chapter : Comment from Guardian Celia Wolfe tssf   : October 2011 AD                                  
We met in Port Elizabeth at a gracious old R.C. building (a National Monument)(Nazareth House) which 
houses a chapel almost the size of most of our homes. The facilities for meeting and eating were excellent. 
The highlight of the weekend was the Professing of Jannette Wilson and the Novicing of Edwardine Esau 
and Carol Martin, (Cape Town), and Bruce OôEhley (Johannesburg). 
Hearing from our delegates to New York to attend IPTOC and following the direction given there, we  based 
our programme around    ó3 Pôsô ï Peace and Social Justice, Poverty  and our work with the poor and the 
Planet.      Carol had been a UN observer in Palestinian homes in Israel, Stewart led a discussion on the 
great divide between affluence and poverty, Cynthia shared her experience as a worker among prisoners, 
and we work-shopped our obligations in the war against global warming. We collected data to share at 

Area meetings with those unable to attend. 

Seven Southern Region members will attend APTOC in Bulawayo (10-14 Nov) and we will bring 
home all the news from the rest of Africa which will be shared with you in the next Pax et Bonam. 

 

  

Brother Sun 
Sister Moon  

Canticle of the 
Creatures        

by                     
St Francis   

"If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures from the shelter of compassion 
and pity, you will have men who will deal likewise with their fellow men."                         

~St. Francis of Assisi                                                                                          
__________________________________________________________________________     

Southern Region  CHAPTER by New Novice BRUCE OôEHLEY         
INTRODUCTION 

It has taken me some while to get to grips with what makes the TSSF special. The part 
that finally attracted me to join was the spirituality and prayerfulness of the leadership.  
The praise and worship was exactly what I was craving, spiritually. 

WHAT I GOT OUT OF CHAPTER 

Once  my rule was approved,  Margaret indicated that if  I reported satisfactorily I could 
be Noviced at Chapter.  This excited me no end and prompted me to take a serious 
look at the literature embodying the Third Order,  in particular studying the statutes. 
                                                                                                                                                           
I found Chapter special in that there was a closeness amongst all the Tertiaries.  I 
sensed an enormous presence of love and  calmness throughout  the weekend.  Being 
noviced brought about a sense of belonging and was very humbling for me.   I look 
forward to my journey and a close bond with this wonderful Franciscan family.  
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                                                       NEWS FROM THE REGIONS  

IPTOC : Holy Cross Monastery, New York : Nolan tssf.          Every 6 years three reps from the 5 

Provinces of our Third Order meet for an Inter-Provincial Chapter. This year the First Order Friars and Sister 
gathered at the same time. It was a wonderful celebration of our Anglican Franciscan  Family.    The African 
Province was represented by Fr Nolan (Minister Provincial); Canon Stewart Lane (Prov. Formation 
Guardian); Cynthia OôEhley (Prov. Treasurer).                The other Provinces were : Americas; Papua-New 
Guinea & East Asia; Aotearoa, New Zealand; Polynesia with Melanesia; and the European Province. The 
out-going Minister General Dorothy Brooker presided, and Ken Norien was elected to succeed her.   
     The Tertiaries discovered that they were separated by physical distance and cultural differences, but  
truly experienced the bond between us of a common spirituality and a common rule. With the First Order 
members, it was affirmed how one we are as a Religious Order.  Praying the Common-Obedience daily, we 
affirm our family-ness in the Franciscan Ideal.  As Fr Nolan stressed in his report : ñOur prayer is that we 
may hold tightly to the passion and energy we have developed for our Franciscan Vocation and Life 
as a world -wide Order.ò  May we help others to catch on to this Vision.     Nolan tssf, M-P. (October). 
          Fr Stewart wrote of how he discovered that the cultures of the New Guineans and Melanesians are 

strikingly similar to African cultures. There is no word in their languages for ñIò, for they are strongly 
communal. One of their sayings is óOne is a fraction of twoô, similar to the African Chinyanjaôs saying : ñOne 
is animal; two is humanò !  [ In the Western cultures we have become far too ñI / Meò centred, it seems. Ed.] 

APTOC MEETING IN BULAWAYO, ZIMBABWE 
          This was a coming together of African Provincial Office Bearers and local Tertiaries with a 

common purpose of extending and encouraging the 3
rd

 Order in Africa.  
Ghana, Zambia, South Africa and tertiaries from both Bulawayo and Harare attended. The Chapter was 
excellently organized by Judith & Dave Smith ( Guardian and Counsellor from Zimbabwe). 
     Business discussions centred round printing and posting difficulties in the Province involving ñPax et 
Bonumò, the Intercession List and other necessary formation literature.    Reports were read from each 
Region; and General Chapter in Johannesburg in 2012 was discussed among other topics. Details will 

follow in due course. 
     Visits were made to the Bulawayo Cathedral where we were received by the Bishop of Matebeleland 
who helped us understand the crisis in the Anglican churches in Zimbabwe. 
Happy outings were made to Cyrene Mission and the Matopos (both World Heritage sites). Travelling was 

by  plane, car, bus , train and even the Gautrain. Although physically tiring, we were spiritually and  mentally 
inspired. We owe grateful thanks to the Zimbabwean group. In spite of many hardships they  welcomed us 
with open arms. Please remember the Church and the Order in your prayers.  Celia Wolfe tssf 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Does South Africaôs Julius Malema think he is Africaôs Che Guevara ?    We Hope not !                                                                                                                                         

        This life is precious in that it reveals to us the existence and attributes of Almighty God. It is precious 
because it enables us to know other immortal souls who are on trial like we are. It is momentous as being 
the scene and means of our trial - but beyond that, life has no claim upon us. We may be rich or poor, young 
or old, honoured or slighted, and it ought to affect us no more than an actor in a play. The one desire which 
should move us all is the desire to see God face to face.                                - Blessed John Henry Newman 

The brief visit to óour worldô of Minister-General Clark Berge SSF was a great and joyful blessing ! 
 

 

   St Benedictôs House, Johannesburg.                                                                                                                                                   
Back l-r :  Neil Heslip, Stewart Lane, Margaret Godden  

&  Sue Germond.                                                                                                                                                   
Front l-r :  Sylvia Rule, Cynthia OôEhley, Hilton Taylor 

and Bruce OôEhley                              
(Sue, wife of Bishop Brian, led this 

tssf retreat :   4 ï 6
th
 Nov. 2011 AD) 

Cynthia & Bruce OôEhley are moving to Port Alfred in 
early Dec. & joining E. Cape Group.                                                        

+++ 

ñThere is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true 
friendship.ò 

ñGood can exist without evil, whereas evil cannot exist 
without good....ò    St. Thom. Aquinas 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  


